
 
 

 

Dear families 

 

We are really excited about our exciting new project to make our playtimes even better, in conjunction 

with Outdoor Play and Learning (OPAL). The project will start over the next school year and our hopes 

are that it will change the way we think and how we play together.  

 

To facilitate this project, we will need to buy some new resources, move some things around on the 

playground and acquire some loose parts. Loose parts are any materials that can be easily moved, 

combined, and incorporated into children's free play. The items we are looking for will enable us to enjoy a 

wider range of play experiences during playtime (see below for some examples): 

 

● Suitcases of any size and type 

● Anything on wheels/castors 

● Plastic milk crates/supermarket delivery crates/plastic bread trays 

● Briefcases, especially hard cased ones 

● Road signs and cones 

● Kitchen pots, pans, baking trays, work tables, wooden spoons, chopping boards 

● Tools like small spades/shovels, trowels and brooms 

● Tubes of various sizes and various materials 

● Buckets 

● Nets and thick ropes 

● Keyboards/torches/laptops/calculators/mobile phones/desk phones/webcams/cameras that are no 

longer working 

● Fabric (large sheets/brightly coloured fabric) 

● Bodyboards/camping roll mats/yoga mats 

● Wooden pallets 

● Metal frames 

● Cable drums 

● Guttering 

● Noodles (the type you use in the swimming pool!) 

● Hats/scarves/jazzy shirts/elasticated skirts/waistcoats/wedding dresses/character costumes 

● Pegs (to help to set up dens) 

● Plastic tool boxes for storage of small world items 

 

We would really appreciate any help in sourcing any of the above items, whether you have them at home 

or any connections with places we could find things. To enable us to collect and store items effectively, we 

will communicate days when we will be ready to collect particular items.  

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You may have already noticed our fabulous new 

OPAL shed in the playground. This will be used to 

store the bulk of our loose parts and will enable 

the project to progress smoothly. A big thank you 

to the BFG for donating some money towards the 

purchase of the shed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are really excited about this project and hope that you will support us in our efforts to improve 

playtime for all children.   

  

 
Kind regards 

 
Rachel Clark  Sarah Evans  Gary Kenny   
(Assistant Head Teacher)  (HLTA Teaching Assistant)  (Head Teacher)  

 

Ruth James   Helen Stevenson  Zoe Fellows 
(Parent representative)  (Governor representative) (Governor representative) 
  

 
OPAL working group members 
  


