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OPAL is getting closer! Due to various factors, we have delayed the launch by a week and will be

launching during the week beginr\ing 29th Janudry. We are communicating systems, rules and

expectations to the children through our OPAL assemblies and 'tl'\ey are all very excited!

Wellies
A huge thank you to all who have given
resources or time to build our welly racks.
look out for a message to say when it is
your child’s turn to bring in their wellies.

Please make sure wellies are clearly named!

Sto\rting Activities

Outdoor layers
We have a small number of small pairs of
waterproof trousers in school but we will be
inviting you to send your child with their
own waterproof trousers/splash suits. Before
we do that, we need to built some storage
out of pallets. All help to construct with
pallets gratefully received so please let us
know if you can help! =

We have talked to the children about the
activities that will be available to them




Taking Risks

Risk-taking is an essential feature of play provision and
of all environments in which children legitimately spend
time at play. Our play provision aims to offer children
the chance to encounter acceptable risks as part of a
stimulating, challenging and managed play
environment. Keeping children safe in school is very
important, that hasn't changed. What we will be doing
with the children is working with them to help them
learn how to identify risk, assess it and decide what

they need in order to proceed. The continuous
discussions with the children will help us to form
effective risk-benefit assessments. We hope this will give
children lifelong skills that they can take with them
into adulthood.

The HSE (Health and safety Executive) agrees that

plo\g which carries some risk is not onlv dllowed but RS-
-+
should be dctively encouraged. Children, bg law, have ﬁ’lk

the right to plaj. Their document ‘Children’s Plaj
and Leisure - Promoting a Balanced A[oproach' is

available for you to read on our website.

:rhe Powe‘f of
Playtlme'

will ehange your ehild’s life

CHILDREN'S PLAY AND LEISURE - PROMOTING A BALANCED APPROACH

1. Health and safety laws and regulations are sometimes presented as a reason why cerlain play
and leisure actiities undertaken by children and young pecple should be discouraged. The
reasons for this misunderstanding are many and varied. They include fears of litigation or
criminal prosecution because even the most trivial risk has not been removed. There can be
frustration with the amounis of paperwork involved. and misundersianding about what needs to
be done to control significant risks.

: The purpose 0! this statement is 1o give clear messages which lackle these
. In this staterment, HSE makes clear that. as a regulator, it recognises the
mnafrls of alrmng children and young people of all ages and abiities 1o have challenging play
opponunities.
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