
 

Friday, 11th May 2018 

Dear Parents, 

We have lots of events on our near horizon which complement the busy activities the school and our 
children have been involved in during recent weeks and months. 

School Expansion 

You will know that planning permission was submitted to build three additional classes here at 
Brookside.  Planning permission has been granted and the building work is due to start at the end of 
this month.  Completion is due by the middle of August in readiness for occupation at the start of 
the school year in September.  The timelines are tight – but we have the assurances from NCC, the 
local authority, and the commissioned contractors that they will be met. 

The three classroom block will be positioned on the site of our pavilion.  As a point of interest, the 
pavilion has served the school for almost forty years 
and was the product of a PTA fundraising project back 
in 1979.  Thank you to the team of 1979!  Their 
contribution towards the school will live on as the BFG 
team of 2018, led by Mr Tim Wilson, has saved the 
pavilion from the developer’s crusher and managed to 
find a buyer for it - almost £600 will be contributed to 
BFG fundraising.  Thank you once more to our parent 
fundraising committees, past and present. 

Upon completion, our older Y5 & 6 pupils will take up residence in the new classroom block as we 
expand in pupil numbers towards 315.  

Academy Conversion & Equals Trust 

Yesterday the school was able to host staff and parent consultation meetings regarding the proposal 
that Brookside converts into an academy and joins Equals Trust.  Equals Trust is a trust of eight, and 
soon to be nine, schools that Brookside already has very positive working relationships with.  The 
schools within the trust are those that share a very similar ethos, culture and philosophy to that 
which I, the school’s staff, the school’s governors and, I feel, you as parents hold so dear about our 
school. 

The school’s governing body have spent many months exploring the impact, advantages and 
possibilities that joining Equals Trust is able to bring to Brookside and feels that the merits of doing 
so are very strong.  The minutes that track the history of the governors’ discussions around academy 
conversion are available to those of you that may have an interest - please contact the school’s 
office if this is the case.  Additionally, please find attached a questionnaire inviting your thoughts 
within the consultation process.  All points of view are welcomed and will be considered by the 
school’s governing body as they make the decision of whether to proceed to conversion at a date in 
the near future. 



For those of you unable to have attended yesterday’s meeting but with questions to ask, please 
don’t hesitate in contacting me to discuss them.  I will try to help you to the best of my ability. 

Transition for our current Reception classes into Year 1 

Last September saw the establishment of two classes in our Reception year, Miss Youngs’ Shooting 
Stars & Mrs Clark’s Rising Rockets.  The two classes within the year group model will continue into Y1 
for our current cohort of Reception pupils.  One half of the year group will be taught by Mrs Morris, 
our existing Y1 teacher, the other half will be taught by Miss Charlotte Kenna. 

Miss Kenna will be a new recruit to our teaching team in September.  She is very excited about 
taking up her new post with us in September. 

In the years that follow (September 2019 onwards) and as our pupil number edges towards its 315 
total, it is likely that we will begin to see mixed age group classes.  This is unlikely to be a source of 
anxiety or hardship for our staff (many of whom have experience of teaching mixed age groups and 
of pitching the teaching & learning towards differing levels of maturity and ability within their 
existing classes) but will represent a small organisational change. 

Transition Day 

All of our children will experience a transition day on Tuesday, 3rd July.  The children will spend the 
day in their new September classes (other than those that haven’t yet been built! – see above) and 
with their new September teachers (all of whom are ready!).  The Y6 children will experience two 
days of transition at their new secondary school – ELA for the majority – on Tuesday 3rd and 
Wednesday 4th July. 

The Greatest Showman 

Back to the BFG fundraising team, fingers are crossed that the sun shines and the darkening sky 
twinkles on the evening of the 18th May as we host the inaugural outdoor cinema 
experience in East Leake.  I’ve never been to an outdoor cinema and I haven’t seen 
The Greatest Showman – I’m fizzing!  Our choir will kick-start the occasion; a bar and 
BBQ will offer hospitality.  I hope to see as many of you as possible on the evening.   

Mrs Reesha Armstead – our award winning Chair of Governors 

Reesha has served with dedication on our school’s governing body for almost ten years, latterly as 
the Chair of the Governing Body and, initially, while still a parent of children here at Brookside.  This 
week, her commitment, expertise and generosity of time donated to serving our school and its 
families and children was recognised when she received the Governance East Midlands Award for 
Effective Governance for an Individual Governor.  The entirety of the school’s governing body felt 
that this award was very well deserved and proud to be able to serve alongside Reesha.  Well done 
Reesha. 

Our governing body is made up of membership from the school’s staff, the local community and our 
parents.  As a technicality, many of our governors have the status of co-opted governor, but are also 
parents of children at Brookside.  Our governing body – with (p) donating that they are also parents 
of ours - consists of: 



Mrs Reesha Armstead (Chair)   Mrs Rebecca Wood (vice Chair) (p) 

Mrs Helga Peatman    Mrs Sarah Evans 

Mrs Anne Brammall (p)    Mrs Jennifer Pulkkinen (p) 

Mrs Kelly Clarke (p)    Mr Mike Clark (p) 

Mr Tim Green (p)    Mr Andy Beharall  

Mr Jason Billin     Mr Phil Doherty (p) 

and myself, Mr Gary Kenny 

Mindfulness & Yoga 

Today began a short sequence of learning for our 
children based around mindfulness and yoga.  The aim is 
to help the children develop their emotional resilience 
and means of finding calmness and relaxation in their 
thoughts – attributes that we will know as adults as 
essential as we negotiate the busyness of the world 
around us.  It’s a six week program and we look forward 
to the life skills the children will be able to put into 
practice.  Talk to your child about their learning – it’s 
fantastic for grown-ups too. 

Nuts & Allergies 

Please be aware that due to nut allergies, snacks and packed lunches should not contain any nut 
products, such as in certain cereal bars, chocolate bars, Nutella and peanut butter spreads.  In 
addition, kindly donated party foods/ cake sale items should be free from nut products too.  Thank 
you for your understanding. 

Name Tags 

Please continually check your child’s school uniform after 
each wash to ensure that the name is still clear and 
visible.  As the sun climbs higher in the sky, the children 
often take off their outer layers – repatriating nameless 
jumpers and cardigans is hard work! 

Good luck to our Y6 pupils next week – they are primed 
and prepared to deliver their best during SATs. 

Enjoy the sun while it shines this weekend and thank you 
for your continuing support, 

Gary Kenny (Head Teacher)  



PROPOSAL TO CONVERT THE SCHOOL TO ACADEMY STATUS  

AND JOIN EQUALS TRUST 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
____ 

 

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR BROOKSIDE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

About you: (Please tick one that applies to you)         

 
Parent / Carer      Member of local community 
 
Member of staff      Other (please state) 
 

     
  

1.  What do you like about your school? 

 

2.  Do you support the proposal of your school converting to academy status and joining 
Equals Trust? 

 

 

3. Could you explain your response to Q2? 

 

4.  Is there anything else you would like to say about the proposal?  

 

 

On completion of this questionnaire, we would ask you to either drop it into your school reception, email it 
(office@brookside.notts.sch.uk) or post it to the school by Friday, May25th .  

Thank you for your interest. 

Please circle one of the responses 

YES    NO   MAYBE   DON’T KNOW 


