
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Thursday, 15th February 2018 
Dear Parents, 
 
 
The Real Schools Guide for 2018 was published two or three 
weeks ago.  If you haven’t already seen it, here is the 
chalkboard for Brookside School (it’s out of five stars).  I hope 
you are just as proud as we are for the achievements of our 
pupils and for the quality of the teaching that has supported the 
children along the way.   
 
The attainment and progress scores are drawn from the 
outcomes of the SATs tests that all Year 6 pupils take across 
the country.  The children at Brookside School have a history of 
doing remarkably well, as you can see from the chalkboard, in 
preparation for the next steps in their learning and lives. 
 
Our aim at Brookside is to offer the children exciting and 
colourful learning experiences across all aspects of the school 
curriculum (such as the parts that are creative, musical, 
technological or physically active) and to help them achieve to 
the very best of their abilities in those essential skills of reading, 
writing & mathematics.  It’s what makes our work so rewarding 
and the successes we can share are joyful moments in time.  
Thank you, too, for the wonderful support you are able to offer 
us. 
 

 
Brookside Go Green 
 
We have established an additional Twitter page 
that you may like to follow – it’s called Brookside 
Go Green and can be found if you type 
@EcoBrookside into Twitter. 
 
The school and so many of our children have 
been affected by the issues raised on Sir David 
Attenborough’s Blue Planet.  We are making our 
moves towards being more careful and 
conscientious around disposable plastic and ‘one 
use’ plastic, such as straws and packaging. 
 
Our first breakthrough is substituting children’s 
milk cartons and straws for beakers (not ‘one 
use’, of course) and milk delivered in glass 
bottles.   
 
It starts! 
 

 



E-Safety for all children 
 
Increasingly, we are finding that our children are having 
difficult encounters when using technology, the internet 
and, for some of our older pupils, social media.  In this 
context, I’m not referring to the technology that the children 
use while at school but on the technology they access via 
smart phones, tablets and gaming consoles while they are 
at home. 
 
Our children have experienced harassment, name calling, 
sexist/ racist/ homophobic abuse and invitations of 
friendship from strangers.  On the occasions just 
referenced, we managed to hear about these things 
because the children were very sensible and spoke to a 
trusted adult.  I’m certain, however, that there are many 
other incidents that we do not hear about. 
 
We recently initiated a survey around the theme of E-
safety and parenting – almost one hundred of you took 
part.  Thank you.  The survey has offered us insights into 
the issues that concern you as parents – parent controls 
around what can and cannot be accessed featured 
prominently. 
 
Last week all of the children from YF to Y6 took part in E-safety programmes of learning.  The children 
prepared notices, posters and discoveries to share with the wider school.  The important messages shared 

throughout the school included telling a trusted adult, being 
careful of strangers online, being kind online and never giving 
any personal details away. 
 
Technology and social media moves at a rapid pace, it is 
difficult for us as a school and for you as parents to keep up.  
Vigilance and safe supervision are, therefore, essential.  A line 
of enquiry for some of our older children is to wonder whether 
they have an Instagram account or if they have multiple 
Instagram accounts.  If so, what is the purpose and who do 
they interact with on each account and are they supervised? 
 
 

School Expansion 
 
I have written to you in the past regarding our ultimate expansion in pupil numbers from 210 pupils to 315 
and that this is planned, by the local authority, to take place over the course of the next six years.  The next 
steps of building expansion are due to commence from Easter onwards.  A three classroom building is due 
to be built for us in time for completion by September 2018.  The classrooms won’t be porta-cabins but will 
exist in their own stand-alone permanent structure.  New always promises to be exciting and we look 
forward to the completion of the project.  For clarity, we are not expecting to increase in pupil numbers by 
three classes this September, just by the one. 
 
School Crossing Patrol  
 
It’s terrific that we have Mrs Amy Longworth operating a school crossing patrol service across Brookside 
near the church.  Please use her safe crossing service.  Thanks. 
 
A reminder that tomorrow is an Inset day.  I hope all of the children have a wonderful half-term break and 
thank you for your continuing support, 
 
Gary Kenny (Head Teacher) 


