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Welcome 

Welcome to our second Brookside Governors’ News!  

We really hope that you enjoyed the Christmas edition 

but if you missed it for any reason, you can find it on 

the school website on the Newsletters page. 

Here you will learn about some of the work that the 

Governors have done on behalf of the school this term 

and be introduced to our Vice Chair.   

Decisions, Decisions 

As explained in the last Newsletter, the Governing Body sits between the Local Authority 

and the school and works alongside the Headteacher, Mr Kenny, and the leadership 

team.  We manage the strategic direction that the school takes and sometimes we have 

to make difficult decisions. 

You will by now have received a letter from Mr Kenny about the plans that 

Nottinghamshire County Council have for the expansion of our school.  This has become 

necessary to ensure that there are enough school places with all the new houses being 

built in East Leake. 

It has taken a long time for the council to decide on what to do but it has now been 

confirmed that Brookside is to increase in size and will begin with our Foundation Unit.  

This space will be refurbished by September 2017.  It had been proposed that what was 

once the caretaker’s bungalow would be converted to accommodate the nursery but 

there were many disadvantages to this, as explained by Mr Kenny. 

In February, the Governors held a special meeting to discuss all our options and, due to 

time constraints, staffing issues and a severe lack of funding due to hit our school, we 

had little choice but to make the decision to close the nursery.  This was not taken lightly 

and we all feel sadness, however, it is our job to ensure that we can offer the very best 

standards of education to children of statutory school age, within the means that we 

have available to us.  We sincerely hope that parents and the local community will 

understand this 



Our Governing Body 

We are pleased to welcome Mike Clark, a parent, as a cop-opted member of 

the Governing Body.  Mike has a wealth of experience in business as a vet and 

is keen to bring those skills to support Brookside. 

You can find out more about us on the Governors’ page on the school website.  
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Introducing Our 
Vice Chair 

I have been a Governor at 
Brookside for five years 
and I’m in my third year as 
Vice Chair.   

Being a parent of three 
boys here at Brookside and 
having a particular interest 
in education, I was keen to 
get involved and promote 
ongoing improvements in 
the standards throughout 
school. My role as Vice 
Chair is to work closely 
with the Chair of Governors 
to establish a constructive 
relationship and share 
responsibilities.  

I enjoy being part of such a 
supportive group of 
committed people who 
offer their time to be what 
is often described as a 
‘critical friend’. This does 
not mean that we are there 
to criticise the Head or the 
school. Instead we try to 
ask useful questions to gain 
a greater understanding of 
the school and to foster an 
ethos of continuous 
improvement.  

We’re a pretty friendly 
bunch, so please feel free 
to stop us in the 
playground if you have any 
questions! 

Rebecca Wood 
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Annual Governor Conference 2017 

On Saturday 4th March, 

Reesha Armstead and Jennifer 

Pulkkinen attended the 

Nottingham City School 

Governors’ Annual Conference 

and Awards held at the 

National College of Teaching 

and Leadership in Nottingham.  

The theme for this year’s 

conference was ‘The Governing Body Role and 

Children as Future Citizens’. The conference kicked off 

with a welcome to delegates and was followed by the 

key note speaker, Professor Sonia Blandford, who 

spoke about ‘The key role of Governors in supporting 

the transition of children to young adults – our future 

citizens’. This was followed by the presentation of the 

Governor Awards, which recognise the contribution and 

service Governors give to their schools.  

Following refreshments, delegates had the opportunity 

to attend two workshops. As Chair of Governors and 

Safeguarding Lead, Reesha participated in workshops 

focusing on ‘Making Safeguarding Child-Focused’ and 

the ‘Head teacher’s Appraisal’ whilst Jennifer attended 

workshops dealing with ‘Prevent and British Values’ and 

‘Destination and Transition’, which looked at key times 

of change in children’s school lives, such as moving 

from primary to secondary education. The workshops 

were facilitated by experienced trainers and offered a 

valuable opportunity to exchange ideas and learn from 

the experiences of other governors. Reesha and 

Jennifer enjoyed the conference and found it extremely 

worthwhile and will be reporting back to Brookside’s 

Governing Body on what they learned and how it can 

be utilized to improve our work. 



We very much hope that you have enjoyed this term’s edition of 

Brookside’s Governor News and that it has given you some insight into 

our work.   

We are really proud of Brookside and appreciate all that you do to 

support our school but for now, we would like to wish you all... 

Thank You for Reading…! 
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