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Welcome 

Welcome to our very first Brookside Governor 

Newsletter! 

Here you will learn about the work that we do for the 

school and who makes up Brookside’s Governing 

Body.  You will be introduced to our Chair and with 

Christmas being a time for nostalgia, we thought it 

would be nice to take a step back in time and share 

a little of Brookside’s history with you.  

Winter 2016 

What Do We Do? 

The Governing Body sits between the Local Authority and the school and works 

alongside the Headteacher, Mr Kenny, and the leadership team.  Our role is 

determined by the Department for Education and holds a statutory duty.  We are 

responsible for managing the strategic direction that the school takes and setting 

the school’s aims and objectives, whilst Mr Kenny looks after the day to day 

running of things. 

Mr Kenny is ultimately accountable to the Governors in terms of the performance 

of the school, its pupils and the staff.  We are also involved in recruiting staff, we 

oversee the school’s finances and make sure that money is well spent, whilst 

doing our best to ensure that Brookside is a great place for children to grow, 

learn and achieve . 

The Governing Body meets twice every term and we also have smaller working 

groups for more focused areas, such as school development and financial 

matters, as required.  Each Governor takes responsibility for linking with a certain 

area such as the Curriculum, Attendance, Safeguarding, Health and Safety.  This 

involves working with the staff member responsible for that topic in order to 

monitor progress and to discuss any related matters.   



Who Are We? 

Governors are volunteers who include parents, staff and members of our local 

community.  We are not necessarily professionals in the world of education 

although we do have a wide and varied experience and are chosen according to 

the skills we can bring.   We are supported by Governor Services and undergo 

training to enable us to carry out our role. 
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Introducing Our 
Chair 

I have been a School 
Governor at Brookside 
for just over six years 
and I am now in my 
third year as Chair.   
Both of my daughters 
thrived at the school 
and moved on some 
years ago. 

I have always been 
passionate about 
education and I relish 
the input I have in 
supporting the staff 
and children at 
Brookside.   

Being Chair of 
Governors is hard 
work, challenging and 
extremely rewarding.   
I am fortunate to work 
alongside a dynamic 
and motivated group 
of Governors who are 
committed to making 
Brookside the best 
school that it can be.  

I love working with 
children and, in my 
parallel life, I run my 
own company called 
Not That Different—
Educating on Disability, 
promoting positive 
attitudes and raising 
disability awareness. 

Reesha Armstead 

Celebrating Good Governance 

Much of the work of the Governing Body is 

set by the work of Ofsted and Her Majesty’s 

Inspectors.  We were heavily involved in the 

last Ofsted inspection in 2014 and we were 

pleased to be commended as follows: 

  Governors fully endorse the school’s welcoming ethos and 

celebrate its positive image in the community. They ensure 

it is a happy school, based on mutual respect and tolerance. 

Goazvernors have a good understanding of the school’s 

strengths and areas for development. 

 Governors regularly receive information on pupil 

performance and the quality of teaching. This enables them 

to monitor the school’s work effectively. They understand 

how staff performance is measured and its link to pupils’ 

achievement, ensuring that pay increases are only granted 

when fully justified. Governors provide strong support for the 

Headteacher in cases where weaker teaching needs to be 

tackled.  
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In 2014, a great deal of work was 

done on enabling us to achieve the 

Governor Mark accreditation.  This 

examines the level of impact that we 

have on school improvement, to 

ensure that we are effective. 

We were very pleased to be awarded 

the Governor Mark first time, as it is not easy to obtain.  The 

assessor was impressed with our level of engagement with 

Brookside’s strategic vision and commitment to school 

improvement. 

The Governor Mark is valid for three years. 

If you would like to read more about the work 

that we do at Brookside, 

you can find our Impact Statements on the 

Governors’ page on the school website! 
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A Potted History of Brookside Primary School 
A gin merchant, John Bley, built the first school around the present site of Brookside, in 

1724.  Having walked to school in Hoton as a boy in the 1670s and, after making his 

fortune in London, Bley appreciated the importance of education and wished to provide 

free schooling for children in his native village.  When he died in 1731, he left £450 with 

trustees to enable them to buy land from which rents could be collected, so that the school 

could be maintained and the schoolmaster paid.  

After a turbulent history of several different Heads and varying standards of education, by 

1879, a new building had been erected and was known as the East Leake Board School.  

The school was taken over by Nottinghamshire County Council in 1903 and over the 

following few years, the school had to be closed for weeks at a time due to several 

outbreaks of diphtheria.  In 1904, all the books had had to be burnt in an attempt to stop 

the spread of infection.   

In 1939, the name had been changed again to the East 

Leake Council School.  Records show that at this time, the 

school accepted evacuees from Nottingham, Sheffield, 

London and Birmingham.  Some of the teachers travelled 

with the evacuees and the Village Hall was used to house 

the increased numbers. 

Brookside Primary School, as we know it today, was 

erected as a Clasp Construction block behind the old 

school house and opened in April 1966.  165 pupils were 

on roll but as work was still going on, only one class could move into the new school.  

Picnic lunches had to be provided as there was no gas connection and stationery and 

pencils were sent from Lantern Lane.  Phase 2 of the building began in 1969 and an annex 

existed on what is now Leivers Close during the 1970s when the number of pupils on roll 

reached 435 by 1978.  Leivers Close references Mr Daniel Leivers, Headmaster of the 

school during the war years.  The old school building continued to function as classroom 

space even after the creation of the new school and our recently retired teacher, Mrs Joyce 

Riding, remembers teaching in its classrooms during the 1970s and 1980s. 

By this time, pupil numbers were so large and that school catchment lines were redrawn so 

that pupils could be diverted to the much smaller Lantern Lane Primary School.  Ironically, 

following  local development in the 1990s and 2000s, Lantern Lane is now the larger 

school by some margin.  Catchment lines were redrawn again in about 2008. 

By September 2000, the old school building was still part of Brookside Primary School.  It 

was rather run down and was redeveloped as the Sure Start Children’s Centre in 2009.  

The scale of the redevelopment was huge and renovation was very much welcomed.  We 

are proud of the fact that the old school building continues to do a sterling job of serving 

both the school and the local community of East Leake.   



We very much hope that you have enjoyed this first edition of 

Brookside’s Governor News and that it has given you some insight into 

our many and varied roles within school.   

We intend to publish this regularly as it is our aim to engage more with 

you, our parents and carers, as the whole school community works 

together for the good of our children.  Next time we will look in more 

detail at some of the specific things that our Governors do to help 

enrich the educational experiences on offer. 

We are really proud of Brookside and appreciate all that you do to 

support our school but for now... 

Thank You for Reading…! 


